
 
 

Fact Sheet: Rhode Island 
 

Key Facts: 
• Of the 5,579 youths referred to Family Court 

for 9,254 offenses, only 5% were violent 
offenses.1   

• In Rhode Island, juvenile detention must be 
separate from any adult jail or lockup.  During 
the pretrial stage, youth cannot be confined 
with already adjudicated youth or allowed to 
associate with “criminal or vicious persons.”2 

• Approximately 4 out of every 5 youthful 
offenders in the US are affected by substance 
use in some way, but only 3.6% of 
incarcerated youth receive treatment after 
arrest.3 

• There is no facility dedicated strictly to holding 
youths in secure detention; all youths are held 
at the Rhode Island Training School. 4 A 
separate detention facility for youth is 
scheduled to open in December 2007. 

• Seventy-six percent of youths at the Training 
School receive special education services for 
behavioral disorders, and 17% receive these 
services for learning disabilities.5   

• Rhode Island has a certification process, 
which could lead to blended sentencing – a 
youthful offender may serve out part of his or 
her time at the Training School (until the age of 
21) and then be reevaluated to determine 
whether transfer to the Adult Correctional 
Institute is warranted.6  

• In 2006, 21 motions to try youths as adults 
were filed in the Family Court.7 

What Rhode Island Law Says: 
• In 2007, a provision was added to the Rhode 

Island law that will automatically try all 17 year 
olds as adults and hold them in the Adult 

Correctional Institute (ACI) beginning July 1, 
2007. 

• The extended age of juvenile delinquency for 
youth already at the training school ends 
when a young person turns 19. 

• The family court may waive jurisdiction to the 
adult court for serious offenses if it establishes 
that there is probable cause to believe the 
juvenile committed the alleged offense and if it 
believes that, taking the youth’s past behavior 
into account, the interests of society would be 
best served if the youth was in the adult 
system.8  

• While not mandated, pre-trial detention in adult 
jails is permitted for youths of any age who are 
being tried as adults.  No special protections 
are required.9 

• There is currently no minimum age for 
prosecution as an adult in Rhode Island;10 

• Rhode Island operates under the “Once an 
Adult, Always and Adult,” premise – if a youth 
is tried as an adult and is found guilty, all 
subsequent offenses no matter how minor will 
be addressed in adult court.11 and 

• There is not currently a minimum age at which 
a youth may be sentenced to life without 
parole.12 

 
Key Research: 

Rhode Island Kids Count.  (2007).  2007 Rhode 
Island Kids Count Factbook.  Available online at 
http://www.rikidscount.org/matriarch/MultiPiecePage.
asp_Q_PageID_E_105_A_PageName_E_DataIntro 
 
 
 



State Resource: 
Rhode Island Kids Count  
Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Executive Director 
1 Union Station 
Providence, RI 02903 
Phone: 401-351-9400 
Fax: 401-351-1758 
Email: ebb@rikidscount.org 
http://www.rikidscount.org/ 
 

Institute for the Study and Practice of 
Nonviolence 
Teny Gross, Executive Director 
239 Oxford Street 
Providence, RI 02905 
Phone: 401-785-2320 
Fax: 401-461-6164 
Email: teny@nonviolenceinstitute.org 
http://www.nonviolenceinstitute.org 
 
Rhode Island Affiliate, American Civil Liberties 
Union 
Steven Brown, Director 
128 Dorrance Street 
Suite 220 
Providence, RI 02903 
Phone: 401-831-7171 
Fax: 401-831-7175 
Email: riaclu@riaclu.org 
http://www.riaclu.org/ 
 
Department of Children, Youth and Families 
Patricia Martinez, Director 
101 Friendship Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
Tel: (401) 528-3541; Fax: (401)222-5230 
Email: patricia.martinez@dcyf.ri.gov 
 
Rhode Island Department of Corrections 
Ashbel T. Wall, Director 
40 Howard Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920 
(401) 462-2611 
Email: director@doc.ri.gov 
 
State Juvenile Justice Specialist 
Rhode Island Justice Commission 
Ms. Elizabeth Gilheeney  
Phone: 401-222-4494 
Email: lizg@gw.doa.state.ri.us 
http://www.rijustice.ri.gov/juvenile/ 

 
State Advisory Group Chair 
Brother Brendan Gerrity  
Ocena Tides 
Phone: 401-789-1016 
Email: brob@oceantides.org 
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